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Economic Importance of Red Algae

* The red algae like Porphyra, Chondrus, Rhodymenia, Centerella and Bostrychia are used as
food in various parts of the world.

* Agar yielding algae are called aerophytes, such as Gelidium, Gracilaria, Ceramium, Gelidiella,
etc.

* Alga like Rhodymenia are used as fodder for cattle.

* Carrageenin a phycocolloid obtained from red algae like Chondrus and Gigartina is used in
preparations of emulsions for ice cream, chocolates, sauces, toothpastes, cosmetics, etc. Itis
also used in clearing liqueurs and finishing leather, etc.

* Funori an adhesive phycocolloid is obtained from red alga Gloiopeltis. It is used in sizing
textiles, paper and as glue.

* Some algae like Corallina, Polysiphonia have medicinal properties.

Bryophytes

Bryophytes include the various mosses and liverworts. These are non-vascular embryophytes,
characterised by the presence of. an independent gametophyte and parasitic sporophyte.
Habitat

Bryophytes commonly grow in -moist, shaded areas in hills. These are also called amphibians
of the plant kingdom because, these can live in soil but are * dependent on water for sexual
reproduction.



